DISCIPLESHIP WITH DISTINCTION  (11)
At the time of the end
Daniel 11:21 – 12:13  (p 906)
1.  The revelation of Antiochus  (11:21-35)
· the man



· and his mission

2.  The revelation of the Antichrist  (11:36-45)
· the man



· and his mission 

3.  Great certainties and two questions  (12:1-13)
· the certainties

-  trouble







-  deliverance







-  resurrection







-  glory




· the questions

-  “how long…?”   (v6)









-  “what will be the outcome?”   (v8)
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DANIEL 11:21-35

How the prophecies became history (contd)
The date of the vision is 536 BC (10:1)

v21
The “contemptible person” is Antiochus IV, the brother who was exiled in Rome, who became known as Antiochus Epiphanes (the self-styled manifestation of god).  He won the throne by flattery and deceit.

v22
is a general statement summarising his reign.  “The prince of the covenant” is probably the Jewish high priest, Onias, whom he replaced in office by Jason, who wanted to Hellenize Jerusalem.

v23
Antiochus Epiphanes was always deceitful and had to rely on a small coterie to keep him in power.

v24
He plundered temple treasures throughout the kingdom, considered himself to be divine and planned to expand his rule

v25
by attacking Egypt.  Ptolemy VI resisted strongly but was undermined by his own advisers

v26
and was defeated near Pelusium. 

v27
The two kings attempted to double-cross each other with lying promises, only to reach stalemate.  

v28
Antiochus marched back north with his spoils, but set his heart against Israel (“the holy covenant”).

v29
In God’s time, AE attacked Egypt again, but

v30
a Roman fleet from “Kittim” (the western coasts) met him near Alexandria and demanded his withdrawal.  Note his fear and anger which led him to

v31
take out his anger on Jerusalem.  He occupied the city, stopped the sacrifices to Yahweh and set up an idol to Zeus constructed on the altar of the burnt offerings, on which swine were said to have been sacrificed (“the abomination that makes desolate”).

v32
His seductive flattery and cash inducements won over many Jews, but a faithful 
remnant stood firm, at great cost.

v33
The “wise” instructed the “many” - probably a reference to the resistance under Mattathias and his son Judas Maccabaeus.

v34
Their numbers grew, though not all were genuine supporters.

v35
Even some of the wise stumbled because of the severity of the persecution, but in 165 the Temple altar was 
re-dedicated to the Lord.

Verses 36ff cannot refer to Antiochus Epiphanes since the historical details no longer fit.  The Christian interpretation is that these verses refer to the “antichrist” of the New Testament who will persecute the church before Christ’s second coming, much as Antiochus Epiphanes did the faithful Jews before the first coming.  

Further details can be found in Bible dictionaries, Old Testament histories and commentaries on the book of Daniel.
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