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Session 1 - God’s Plan for the Church 
 

Discuss: 

What excites you most about the church? 

When do you find it tough to be excited about the church? 

When you don’t want to be with the church, why not? 

What do we enjoy/value more than the church and why? 

Tonight's Goal: To love and value the church… 

Not that we don’t already love it 

I. …for the right reasons 

II. …and be able to explain why 

III. …more 
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1)God’s plan is for a church 

 

Exercise 

What is God’s plan for the universe? 

Ephesians 1:9-10 

What specifically is God uniting under the Lord Jesus? 

Ephesians 2:11-14, 2:18-22, 3:4-6 

2) As is seen throughout the Bible 

Abraham 
  Genesis 17:7-8 

Israel 
  Exodus 19:5-6 

Jew/Gentile Church 
  Ephesians 2:11-22 

Not Plan B: Ephesians 1:4, Romans Chs 4/9-11 

All Finally Gathered 
  Revelation 7:9-10 
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3) As will be seen for all eternity 

The Church will be with God forever: 

Revelation 7:9-17 

Unlike this fallen creation: 

Revelation 21:1-8 

Unlike the rest of humanity: 

Revelation 21:1-8 

 

Discuss: 

How does knowing God's plan help us to rightly value the Church? 

How do these truths make us more thankful that we are part of God’s church? 

How should knowing that the Church alone will last affect our priorities here and now? 

Pray 
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Session 2 - Getting the Church to the 
plan’s completion 

Discuss: 

Summarise together the big ideas from last night. 

What were you most excited about? 

 
What is “the church”? 
Discuss: 

Can you be a Christian without being involved in church? 

Ekklesia: a gathering or assembly. 
 Acts 19:32/39/40 

N.B. Church is people 
Not: buildings, denominations, the 6pm service 

When was the original assembly of God’s people (the church)?  
 Deuteronomy 9:10/10:4/18:16; Acts 7:37-38 

That was then, what about now? 
 Hebrews 12:18-25 

Two types of church: universal and local: 

Both are “the church” 
 Matthew 16:18-19/Matthew 18:15-18 

Local church not less than the Universal 
 Matthew 18:15-18 

Local church may well be more than the Universal… 
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Why do we meet together? 

To experience God? 
 John 14:15-18 

To worship God? 
 (Hebrews 8-10) 
 John 4:20-23, Romans 12:1-2 

To help each other make it to the end! 
 Hebrews 3:16, Hebrews 10:23-25 

Ephesians 4:11-16 

The Problems: 

We live in a world that visibly contradicts the truth 

 

Discuss: 

Which people/institutions/ideologies look powerful here in London? 

How do they make you feel about the church and its mission? 
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We live in a world that verbally contradicts the truth 

 

Discuss 

What are some of the lies the world tells us? 

Where do we hear them? 

How often do we hear them? 

The solution: 

1) Word teachers who teach us the truth… 
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…and so equip us to speak it to one another 

Why is it better if we are speaking the truth to each other? 

 

Discuss: 

1) How does Ephesians 4 change the way we view: 

i) Our word teachers 

ii) Our congregation members 

iii) Ourselves 

2) How does this passage help motivate us to become ministry "partners" in St Helens? 

3) What practical steps can we make in response to this passage?  
 How should this passage affect our time... 

a) … before, during, after IGG/RML? 

b) … before, during and after Sunday Service? 

c) … throughout the week? 
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Session 3 – Getting the plan completed 
through the Church 

What’’s the role / purpose of the local church today? 
Discuss: 

How would the world answer that question? 

How would different Christians in the world today answer that question? 

How would you answer that question? 

Recap the plan 
 Ephesians 1:10 

Why aren’t we there yet? 
 2 Peter 3:8-10 

…and the church is his means of getting his gospel out to the unrepentant 
world 

What is our mission in the world while we wait? 
 

Exercise: 

Answer the question from 
Mark 13:10/14:9; Luke 24:44-49; Acts 1:6-11 
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Why emphasise these texts as “the mission of the church”? 

1a) Because the plan wasn’t clear in the Old Testament  
Ephesians 3:4-6 

2) Because of where they come: at the end of the gospels 
Acts 1:1-2 

3) Because they direct the mission of the early church 
Acts Chs 1-28 (6:7/12:24/19:20) 

4) Because they fit into God’s plan for the world 
2 Peter 3:8-10 

NB. Be careful with point 4…We don’t participate with God in every aspect 
of completing his plan. 

Eg. Leave judgment to him…and the recreation of the world 

What is our mission while we wait? 

Matthew 28:16-20 

Jesus owns everyone... 
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So go and make disciples of them 

All of us 

Going 

Baptising 

Teaching them to observe 

• Living radically different lives to win a second hearing  
 1 Peter 2:11-12 

• Doing the work together 
 1 Tim 2:1-4; Acts 1-28; Romans 16; Philippians 2/4:2; 1 Thess 3:1-2 

Conclusion: Don’t get sidetracked  

"There is something worse than death, and there is something better than 
human flourishing" 
Matthew 10:28; Philippians 1:21-23 
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Session 4 - Serving the church in light of 
the plan’s completion 

Alone: 
Out of 10: How valuable do you think you are to St Helen's? Why? 

Which people at student RML/IGG do you think are most indispensable? Why? 

How do you decide the ways you serve at church? 

1 Corinthians 12-13 

1) God doesn’t think your less/more special because 
of your gifts 

Every gift “spiritual” 

Every gift for the common good 

2) The body doesn’t need you less/more because of 
your gifts 

Everyone is necessary 

You need everyone 
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3) Serve out of love, because love alone will last 

 

Discuss: 

What difference is this going to make to the way I think about church? 

What difference is this going to make to the way I behave at church? 
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The Essential Timetable 

Friday 

5.30pm  Arrive 

6.00pm   Session 1 

7.30pm   Supper and party 

Saturday 

9.15am   Breakfast 

10.00am  Session 2 

11.15am   Coffee break 

11.45am  Session 3 

12.40pm  Personal Reflection 

1.00pm  Lunch 

2.00pm  Activities 

4.00pm    Coffee break 

4.30pm  Session 4 

5.15pm  Prayer and Praise 

6.00pm  End 
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