The Man Who Wouldn’t be King

Judges 8  (p 249)

Ch. 6&7  NOT ‘my own hand has saved me’ BUT ‘The Lord has saved me.’ (7v2)

Ch. 8  ‘Rule over us FOR you have saved us.’ (8v22)


1)  Refusing to be King

Judges 17v6; 18v1; 19v1; 21v25

1 Samuel 8   (p 278)

2) or Protesting too Much?

Abi=



Melech=



14"When you… say, 'I will set a king over me, like all the nations that are around me,' 15you may indeed set a king over you whom the LORD your God will choose…. 

16Only he must not acquire many horses for himself…. 

17And he shall not acquire many wives for himself, lest his heart turn away, 

nor shall he acquire for himself excessive silver and gold. 

 18"And when he sits on the throne of his kingdom, he shall write for himself in a book a copy of this law…. 19that he may learn to fear the LORD his God by keeping all the words of this law and these statutes. Deuteronomy 17 (ESV)
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7v19-22  		The Lord’s victory: enemy swords and a brass section


7v23 			Israel pursues


7v24,25  		Including Stroppy Ephraim (2 Princes of Midian)


8v1-3  		A gentle answer turns away wrath: Israel preserved


8v4-9  		Fear, unwillingness and a harsh word


8v10-12  		Gideon’s victory over 2 Kings of Midian


8v13-17  		Gideon’s revenge on 2 towns of Israel 


				(‘when I come again in peace, I will break down this tower’)


8v18-21  		Gideon’s revenge on 2 Kings of Midian





7v19-22  		The Lord’s victory: enemy swords and a brass section


7v23 			Israel pursues


7v24,25  		Including Stroppy Ephraim (2 Princes of Midian)


8v1-3  		A gentle answer turns away wrath: Israel preserved


8v4-9  		Fear, unwillingness and a harsh word


8v10-12  		Gideon’s victory over 2 Kings of Midian


8v13-17  		Gideon’s revenge on 2 towns of Israel 


				(‘when I come again in peace, I will break down this tower’)


8v18-21  		Gideon’s revenge on 2 Kings of Midian








