
 

City Easter service 

 
Welcome Wes Illingsworth, City Team Leader, St Helen’s  
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Praise, my soul, the King of heaven! 
to his feet thy tribute bring; 
ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, 
who like thee his praise should sing? 
Praise him! Praise him! 
Praise him! Praise him! 
Praise the everlasting King. 
 
Praise him for his grace and favour 
to our fathers, in distress; 
praise him still the same for ever, 
slow to chide, and swift to bless. 
Praise him! Praise him! 
Praise him! Praise him! 
Glorious in his faithfulness. 
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Father-like he tends and spares us; 
well our feeble frame he knows; 
in his hands he gently bears us, 
rescues us from all our foes. 
Praise him! Praise him! 
Praise him! Praise him! 
Widely as his mercy flows. 
 
Angels, in the heights adore him; 
ye behold him face to face; 
sun and moon, bow down before him; 
dwellers all in time and space. 
Praise him! Praise him! 
Praise him! Praise him! 
Praise with us the God of grace. 
Henry Francis Lyte (1793–1847) 

 
Reading Matthew 27:45−66 ESVUK Matthew Willis, Graduate Consultant, OWC 
 

45 Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until the ninth hour.            
46 And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lema 
sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 47 And some of the 
bystanders, hearing it, said, “This man is calling Elijah.” 48 And one of them at once ran 
and took a sponge, filled it with sour wine, and put it on a reed and gave it to him to drink. 
49 But the others said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save him.” 50 And Jesus 
cried out again with a loud voice and yielded up his spirit. 
 
51 And behold, the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. And the 
earth shook, and the rocks were split. 52 The tombs also were opened. And many bodies of 
the saints who had fallen asleep were raised, 53 and coming out of the tombs after his 
resurrection they went into the holy city and appeared to many. 54 When the centurion 
and those who were with him, keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what 
took place, they were filled with awe and said, “Truly this was the Son of God!” 
 
55 There were also many women there, looking on from a distance, who had followed 
Jesus from Galilee, ministering to him, 56 among whom were Mary Magdalene and Mary 
the mother of James and Joseph and the mother of the sons of Zebedee. 
 
57 When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who also 
was a disciple of Jesus. 58 He went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Then Pilate 
ordered it to be given to him. 59 And Joseph took the body and wrapped it in a clean linen 
shroud 60 and laid it in his own new tomb, which he had cut in the rock. And he rolled a 
great stone to the entrance of the tomb and went away. 61 Mary Magdalene and the other 
Mary were there, sitting opposite the tomb. 



62 The next day, that is, after the day of Preparation, the chief priests and the Pharisees 
gathered before Pilate 63 and said, “Sir, we remember how that impostor said, while he 
was still alive, ‘After three days I will rise.’ 64 Therefore order the tomb to be made secure 
until the third day, lest his disciples go and steal him away and tell the people, ‘He has 
risen from the dead’, and the last fraud will be worse than the first.” 65 Pilate said to them, 
“You have a guard of soldiers. Go, make it as secure as you can.” 66 So they went and made 
the tomb secure by sealing the stone and setting a guard. 

 
Video 

 
Reading Matthew 28:1−20 ESVUK Andrea Mayifuila, NHS Account Manager, Accenture 
 

1 Now after the Sabbath, towards the dawn of the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene 
and the other Mary went to see the tomb. 2 And behold, there was a great earthquake, for 
an angel of the Lord descended from heaven and came and rolled back the stone and sat 
on it. 3 His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. 4 And for fear of 
him the guards trembled and became like dead men. 5 But the angel said to the women, 
“Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who was crucified. 6 He is not here, for he 
has risen, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his 
disciples that he has risen from the dead, and behold, he is going before you to Galilee; 
there you will see him. See, I have told you.” 8 So they departed quickly from the tomb 
with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 9 And behold, Jesus met them and 
said, “Greetings!” And they came up and took hold of his feet and worshipped him. 10 Then 
Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee, and there 
they will see me.” 
 
11 While they were going, behold, some of the guard went into the city and told the chief 
priests all that had taken place. 12 And when they had assembled with the elders and 
taken counsel, they gave a sufficient sum of money to the soldiers 13 and said, “Tell people, 
‘His disciples came by night and stole him away while we were asleep.’ 14 And if this comes 
to the governor's ears, we will satisfy him and keep you out of trouble.” 15 So they took the 
money and did as they were directed. And this story has been spread among the Jews to 
this day. 
 
16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed 
them. 17 And when they saw him they worshipped him, but some doubted. 18 And Jesus 
came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go 
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded 
you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 
 

Easter message William Taylor, Rector, St Helen’s  

 
1 Thessalonians 1:9−10 ESVUK 
 

9 For they themselves report concerning us the kind of reception we had among you, and 
how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, 10 and to wait for his 
Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to 
come. 



Solo  When I survey the wondrous cross Abbey Thomas  
 

When I survey the wondrous cross  
on which the Prince of glory died,  
my richest gain I count but loss,  
and pour contempt on all my pride.  
  

Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast  
save in the death of Christ my God;  
all the vain things that charm me most—  
I sacrifice them to his blood.  
  

See from his head, his hands, his feet,  
sorrow and love flow mingled down:  
did e’er such love and sorrow meet,  
or thorns compose so rich a crown?  
  

Were the whole realm of nature mine,  
that were an offering far too small;  
love so amazing, so divine,  
demands my soul, my life, my all.  
Isaac Watts (1674–1748)  

 
Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son,  
endless is the victory thou o’er death hast won;  
angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away,  
kept the folded grave-clothes where thy body lay.  
Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son,  
endless is the victory thou o’er death hast won.  
 

Lo! Jesus meets us, risen from the tomb;  
lovingly he greets us, scatters fear and gloom;  
let the Church with gladness hymns of triumph sing,  
for her Lord now liveth; death hath lost its sting.  
Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son,  
endless is the victory thou o’er death hast won.  
 

No more we doubt thee, glorious Prince of life;  
life is nought without thee: aid us in our strife;  
make us more than conquerors, through thy deathless love:  
bring us safe through Jordan to thy home above.  
Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son,  
endless is the victory thou o’er death hast won.  
Edmond Louis Budry (1854–1932)  
tr Richard Birch Hoyle (1875–1939)  

 
Please join us for hot cross buns after the service  
 
Tuesday and Thursday lunchtime talks: there will no lunchtime talks on 2 and 4 April. 
Talks resume on 9 and 11 April. For details, email: city@st-helens.org.uk  
 
Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway,   
a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.   
* used by permission under the Christian Music Copyright Association, Licence No. 4959, Streaming Licence 57026    
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