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Jesus the messiah in the Qur’an 
 
1. Why bother? 
 
§ Can’t we just talk about Jesus the messiah from the Bible? 
 

§ Yes…Injil, 2 Timothy 3:16f 
 

§ But, Islam is post-Christian and we  can simply reinforce misunderstandings 
 

§ Therefore, we can go from  what Muslim people already know and provide them with the right ending 
 
 
§ Muslim view: Jesus is a prophet, but only a prophet 
 

§ We want to teach that Jesus is a prophet, but more than a prophet. 
 
 
§ Qur’an is both positive and negative 
 

§ Only use the positive? 
 

§ Contrast with the negative? 
 
 
§ About 70 verses 
 
 
§ Not a magic wand…remember Injil, 2 Timothy 3:16f and John 3:5–8 
 

2. The person of the Messiah 
 

Surah 4:171: “O People of the Book! Do not exaggerate in your religion nor utter anything concerning God 
except the truth. The Messiah, Jesus son of Mary, was only a Messenger of God, and His Word, which He 
conveyed to Mary, and a spirit from Him. So believe in God and His Messengers, and say not ‘Three’ – Cease! (It 
is) better for you! God is only One God. Far is it removed from His transcendent majesty that He should have a 
son. His is all that is in the heavens and all that is in the earth. And God is sufficient as Defender.” (Pickthall’s 
translation 2005). 

 
 
§ What can you agree with here? What should you disagree with? 
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2a) Some positives 
 
§ Messiah/Christ/Anointed One 
 

§ Messenger/Prophet—Taurat, Deuteronomy 18:15–22; Prophets, 1 Kings 19:16; Injil, 
John 1:45, Acts 3:22–26, Hebrews 1:1–2 

 
§ Priest—Taurat, Exodus 28:40–41, Leviticus 21:10–12; Prophets, Zechariah 3; Injil, 

Hebrews 3–10 
 

§ King—Prophets 1 Samuel 16:11–13, 2 Samuel 7:1–7; Zabur, Psalm 2; Injil, Matthew 16:13–17, Acts 2 
 
 
§ Word of God—became flesh, brings relationship with God, brings grace, brings ‘full’ 

revelation of God (Injil, John 1:1–18), brings life (Injil, John 6:63) 
 
 
§ Spirit of God—life giving (Injil, John 6:63), bringing freedom and revelation (Injil, 2 Corinthians 3:16–18) 
 
 
§ He was born of a virgin: 
 

Surah 19:20: "She said: 'How can I have a son, when no man has touched me, nor am I unchaste?'" (Khan and 
Al-Hilali’s translation) 

 
 
§ He is righteous: 
 

Surah 19:19: "(The angel) said: 'I am only a messenger from your Lord, (to announce) to you the gift of a 
righteous son'" (Khan and Al-Hilali’s translation) 

 
All others in the Bible and Qur'an have sinned: Adam (s7:22–23), Abraham (s26:82), Moses (s28:15–16), 
David (s38:24–25), Jonah (s37:141–144), Muhammad (s48:1–2) 

 
 
§ He is illustrious in the world and the hereafter 
 

Surah 3:45: “(Remember) when the angels said: 'O Mary! Verily, Allah gives you the glad tidings of a Word 
from Him, his name will be al-Masih Isa, the son of Mary, held in honour in this world and the Hereafter, 
and will be one of those who are near to Allah". (Khan and Al-Hilali’s translation) 

 
 
§ He was raised to heaven 
 

Surah 4:158: "But Allah raised him up unto Himself. And Allah is Ever All-Powerful, All- Wise.” (Khan and Al-
Hilali’s translation) 
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§ A song from Sylhet based on Surah 3:42: 
 

1. God be praised! Let us extol Him, 
He sent His beloved, to rescue us all through his name! 
Mary’s son, his name is Jesus, 
God sent him to save us, from all of our guilt and our shame! 

 
2. The angels said, O Mary! God has chosen you, 
He’s purified and made you holy, He selected you. 
Above all other women, in all the Worlds He made, 
He’s chosen and preferred you, Mary, don’t forget this word. 

 
3. Read Surah Alé-Imran, the 42nd verse, 
Listen to its secret, brothers, pay heed to the words, 
If the mother is so great, then how much greater is the son! 
The son of Mary’s name is Jesus, he’s God’s holy one. 

 
 
§ Clearly Jesus the messiah is more than a prophet, why not ask “What do you make of him and why?” and 

“Would you like to find out more about him in the Taurat, Zabur and Injil?” 
 
 
§ Any questions? 
 
 

2b) But there are some negatives too 
 
§ Only a messenger 
 

Surah 5:75: “The Messiah, son of Mary, was no more than a Messenger. Many were the 
messengers that passed away before him” (Khan and Al-Hilali’s translation) 

 
§ But, what does “Messiah” mean here? How can the son of Mary be “just” a 

messenger? 
 
 
§ Not God’s Son (nor a “three”) 
 

Surah 9:30: “And the Jews say: Ezra is the son of Allah, and the Christians say: Messiah is the son of Allah. 
That is a saying with their mouths, resembling the saying of those who disbelieved aforetime. Allah's Curse 
be on them: how they are deluded away from the Truth!” cf s2:116 and s9:29 and 31 (Khan and Al-Hilali’s 
translation) 

 
Surah 19:35: “It befits not (the majesty of) Allah that He should beget a son. Glorified is He! When He 
decrees a thing, He only says to it: 'Be'! and it is.” (Khan and Al-Hilali’s translation) 

 
§ But, what if it is not Christians saying this with their mouths? What if it is in the 

unchanged text of God’s word? 
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§ And, why is not befitting for Allah to have a son? 
 
§ Sonship ≠ sex 
 

§ Sonship in Qur’an can concern servanthood in Surah 21:26 
 

§ “Son of God” in Holy Scripture concerns representative (Taurat Genesis 1–2 and Injil, Luke 3:38–4:13) 
relationship (Taurat, Exodus 4:22), and rule (Prophets, 2 Samuel 7 and Zabur, Psalm 2) 

 
 
§ Not God: 
 

Surah 5:17: “Surely, in disbelief are they who say that Allah is the Messiah the son of Mary.” (Khan and Al-
Hilali’s translation) 

 
Surah 5:72: "Surely, they have disbelieved who say: ‘Allah is the Messiah, son of Mary'. But the Messiah said: 
‘O Children of Israel! Worship Allah, my Lord and your Lord.’ Verily, whosoever sets up partners with Allah, 
then Allah has forbidden Paradise to him, and the Fire will be his abode. There will for the wrong-doers be 
no one to help.” (Khan and Al- Hilali’s translation cf 5:75, 116, 23:91) 

 
§ But, God ≠ Christ 

 
§ And, where did the messiah say those words? 

 
§ It could be Injil, Mark 12:28–37… 

 
 
§ Any questions? 
 
 

3. The work of the messiah 
 

3a) Some positives 
 
§ Came with clear revelation: 
 

Surah 43:63: “And when Jesus came with clear proofs, he said: ‘I have come to you with 
prophethood/wisdom, and in order to make clear to you some of the (points) in which you differ. Therefore, 
fear Allah and obey me.’” (Khan and Al-Hilali’s translation) 

 
§ Have you read clear revelation? Why do we need his revelation? 

 
 
§ A sign and mercy, to all people: 
 

Surah 19:21: “He said: ‘So (it will be), your Lord said: ‘That is easy for Me. And (We wish) to appoint him as a 
sign to mankind and a mercy from Us.’” (Khan and Al-Hilali’s translation) 
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Surah 21:91: “And she who guarded her chastity, We breathed into her of our Spirit, and 
We made her and her son a sign for mankind.” (Khan and Al-Hilali’s translation) 

 
§ How is the messiah a mercy to all? Why do we need his mercy? 

 
§ What kind of sign is the Messiah? Have you read about his signs and what they point to? 

 
 
§ He will come back for judgment: 
 

Surah 43:61: “And he shall be a known sign for (the coming of) the Hour (Day or Resurrection). Therefore 
have no doubt concerning it. And follow Me. This is the straight path.” (Khan and Al-Hilali’s translation) 

 
The Hadith supports this: 
“Abdullah-b-Amr reported that the Messenger of Allah said: Jesus, son of Mary, will come down to the 
world. He will marry and there will be his issue and he will live for forty five years and then die. He will be 
buried with me in my grave. Then I and Jesus, son of Mary, will stand up in one grave between Abu Bakr and 
Omar.” 

 
Abu Hurairah reported that the Messenger of Allah said: By one in whose hand there is my life, it is 
certainly near that the son of Mary will bring down to you justice and administration; that he will destroy 
the cross, kill swines and abolish Jizya.” 
(Al-Bukhari LX ch. 44, vs. 657, Vol IV p. 436) 

 
§ Does this make the messiah the last prophet? 
 
 
§ Created life, healed the sick and raised the dead: 
 

Surah 5:110: “…you made out of the clay, a figure like that of a bird, by My Permission, and you breathed into 
it, and it became a bird, by My Permission, and you healed those born blind, and the lepers by My 
Permission, and when you brought forth the dead by My Permission” (Khan and Al-Hilali’s translation) 

 
§ Isn’t creative power a prerogative of God alone? 

 
§ Why did the messiah do these things? 

 
§ Why is this some of this repeating a non-Scriptural story from the Infancy Gospel of Thomas (from the 

mid to late 2nd Century AD)? 
 

§ Is this similar to Surah 19:23-26 recounting the birth of Jesus and the miraculous river which is found 
in Pseudo Gospel of Matthew (c600-625) 

 
§ Why is the Qur’an “aware of oral traditions about biblical characters but not of the 

Bible itself”1 Why does it make no distinctions between traditions and Scripture? 
 

1 Gabriel Said Reynolds, The Emergence of Islam: Classical Traditions in Contemporary Perspective, (Minneapolis: Fortress 
Press, 2012), 126. 
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Why does it call characters by nicknames2. If scholars recognise difference between traditions and 
canon, where does this logic take us?3 

 
§ Could it be that the accusations about legends of old being reworked in Surahs 68:15-16, 83:13-17, 

25:4-5, 9, 8:30-31 and 6:25-27 are true? 
 

§ These texts span the length of Muhammad’s prophethood. Examples of such 
legends are: 

 
§ Mt Sinai being suspended in s2:63, s2:93, s4:154 and s7:171 appears in Babylonian Talmud 

 
§ Qur’an’s author appears to know more stories from Hebrew Scriptures and Jewish stories, 

e.g. Cain and Abel in s5:30–32 and from Jewish Mishnah, Sanhedrin 4:5 
 

§ Abraham’s destruction of idols in s21:68 is from 2nd C Midrash Rabbah 
 

§ Solomon, bird, Sheba and glass floor in s27:17–44 comes from 2nd Targum of Esther4 
 
§ Any questions? 

 
 

3b) And one big negative 
 
§ Jesus was not crucified: 

 
Surah 4:157: “And because of their saying (in boast), ‘We killed Messiah Isa, son of Mary, the Messenger of 
Allah.’—but they killed him not, nor crucified him, but it appeared so to them, and those who differ therein 
are full of doubts” 

 
§ But, the 40 words of Arabic in s4:157 have no commentary in hadith and stand against natural reading 

of s3:55, s19:15, 33—why? Have to interpret by the Qur’an 
 

§ And, it is clear from Surah 19:33 that Jesus is born, dies and rises again (like John the Baptiser) 
 

§ And his death is described like other martyrs (s2:154, s3:158, 169)5 
 

§ And, Jesus’ life isn’t taken by anyone (Injil, John 10:14–18) 
 

§ And, Jesus’ death is God’s will (Injil, Luke 24:46, Acts 4:27f) 
 

 
2 Reynolds, Emergence of Islam, 128. 
3 Lodahl, Claiming Abraham, 109. 
4 For much more detail Neuwirth, Sinai, Marx ed., The Qurʾan in Context, Historical and Literary Investigations 
into the Qurʾanic Milieu, Leiden: Brill, 2009. 
5 See Samuel Green’s booklet crucifixion.pdf (engagingwithislam.org) and DEBATE: Was Christ Crucified? Samuel Green and Adnan 
Rashid - YouTube 
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§ And, Jesus’ death was witnessed and throws into doubt history (Injil and Razi)—why 
didn’t God rescue him with legions of angels? 

 
§ And, Jesus had to die (because of Genesis onwards) and rise again 

 
§ And, there’s still an empty tomb to explain 

 
 
§ Any questions? 
 
 

4. Seeing through the lens of the transfiguration6 
 
§ Injil, Luke 9 context: Who is this? How does he do that? 
 
§ Injil, Luke 9:28–36 shows us Jesus the messiah is: 
 

§ Heading for an exodus 
 

§ Greater than Moses (bringer of Law) and Elijah (law enforcer) 
 

§ God’s Son, his chosen one, who must be listened to 
 

§ Jesus is the complete mediator—we need no one else and nothing more 
 

§ So, read through Genesis, read a gospel… 
 
 
§ What do you think about the messiah? What do you think of wonderful birth, his character, his words, his 

names and titles, his power, his sufferings, and his victory over death?7 
 

§ More importantly, what will the messiah think of you? 
 
 
§ Any questions? 
 

Some further resources 
Come Follow Me, Tim Green (Lulu Press – printing on demand at www.lulu.com) Dear Abdullah – eight 
questions Muslim people ask about Christianity, Robert Scott What Every Christian Needs to Know about the 
Qur'an, James White 
Where to Start with Islam – a new approach to engaging with Muslim friends, Samuel Green 
Witnessing to Western Muslims – a world view approach to sharing faith, Richard Shumack 

 
www.answering-islam.org www.unchangingword.com https://www.journeytotruth.tv/ 
http://www.word-of-hope.net/ 

 

6 This material is a summary of a seminar at St Helen’s Church, 31 January 2015, by Dr Ida Glaser, Oxford Centre for Muslim Christian 
Studies, http://cmcsoxford.org.uk/, also in her book Thinking Biblically About Islam 7 Taken from C R Marsh, Share your Faith with a 
Muslim, (Chicago: Moody Press, 1975). 


