
Talk 1: Who’s driving? (Ezra 1–3) 

Have a read of Ezra 1–3. 
What would it have felt like to belong to this group of people who got to return home? 
How do you think you would have responded to the foundation of the temple? 
 

Introduction 
 

 

 

 

God is in the driving seat 
 

 

 

 

Key lesson #1:  

What has God promised? 

“…that the word of the LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah might be fulfilled…” (Ezra 1:1) 

10“For thus says the Lord: When seventy years are completed for Babylon, I will 

visit you, and I will fulfil to you my promise and bring you back to this place.  

11For I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD, plans for welfare and 

not for evil, to give you a future and a hope.” (Jeremiah 29:10–11) 

31“Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD when I will make a new covenant with 

the house of Israel and the house of Judah, 32not like the covenant that I made with their 

fathers on the day when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, 

my covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, declares the LORD. 33For this is 

the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, declares the LORD: 

I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts. And I will be their God, and 

they shall be my people.” (Jeremiah 31:31–33) 

 

 

cf Jeremiah 16:14–15  
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Jeremiah 33:10–11 

“… there shall be heard again … the voices of those who sing, as they 

bring thank offerings to the house of the LORD: 

“‘Give thanks to the LORD of hosts, for the LORD is good, 

for his steadfast love endures forever!’ 

For I will restore the fortunes of the land as at first, says the LORD. 

 

2 Chronicles 5:13 (cf 7:3) 

“…and when the song was raised, with trumpets and cymbals and other musical instruments, in praise to the LORD, 

 ‘For he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever,’ 

the house, the house of the LORD, was filled with a cloud, so that the priests could not stand to minister because of 

the cloud, for the glory of the LORD filled the house of God.” 

 

 

Is this it? 
 

 

The return: a new Exodus? 
 

- captivity (Ezra 2:1 twice) 

 

- plundering their captors (Ezra 1:4, 6; cf Exodus 3:21–22, 12:35–36) 

 

- the Feast of Booths (3:4; cf Leviticus 23:41–43) 

 

- Joshua? (2:2; 3:2,8) 

 

 

The temple: a new start? 
3:8–11 

 

 

 

 

Key lesson #2:  
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But… 
3:12–13 

 

 

 

 

 

Implications 
 

The God who is in control 

 

The promises He is (and is not) fulfilling 

 

 

Questions for discussion and reflection 

• What makes it hard to believe that God is in control? 

• Why is it important to remember how God is using his control? How would you explain Jeremiah 29:11? 

• What would it feel like to have been part of the group returning from exile? How does their experience help us to 

trust that God is in control? 

• How much do you think about the promises of God day–to–day? Why do you think that is? 

 


