
The worship war  
The attack of the dragon: an introduction  
 

Part 1: what in the world is going on?  

 

Introduction: what is now for? 

 

 

a) A pivotal section 

 

A slightly simplified outline of Revelation: 

Revelation 1–3 The 7 churches now 

Revelation 4:1-8:5 the throne and seven seals 

Revelation 8:6–11:19 seven trumpets and the city 

Revelation 12:1–15:4 the holy war 

Revelation 15:5–19:10 seven bowls and the overthrow of the city 

Revelation 19:11–21:8 the throne and final vindication 

Revelation 21:9–22:21 the church in the end 

 

b) The ‘interludes’ 

 

Three takes on the interlude: 

Seals Trumpets War 

6:1–17 seals 1–6 

7:1–17 interlude 

8:1–5 seal 7 

8:6–9:21 trumpets 1–6 

10:1–11:14 interlude 

11:15–19 trumpet 7 

12:1–15:4 war (with images and 

time-markers borrowed from 

7:1–17 and 10:1–11:14 

15:5ff seven bowls (ie full and 

final judgement) 

 

So... why the delay? 



Time in the text 
For the next 20 minutes, it would be brilliant if you could do some hard thinking 

about Revelation 12–13. Here is a process that might help you to read thoughtfully. 

Don’t worry if you don’t finish all of it—just reading the chapters will do you good, 

and I’ve intentionally given enough material that I expect everyone will run out of 

time before you’ve got to the end. But if you do get further, that’s all to the good. It 

might help you to read all 7 steps before you start reading! 

1. Read through Revelation 12–13. As you read, make a note of things that seem 

especially surprising / striking / you don’t understand.  

2. Go back through and have a go at dividing it into 3–4 chunks. Try to give each a 

title, to summarize what happens. 

3. Try to think about the basic story. Don’t worry too much about mapping the 

scenes on to the real world just yet. In the world of John’s vision, what happens in 

what order? 

4. Make a note of the main characters (you should have at least 4, but probably not 

more than 7?) Who do you think they might be / represent? 

5. Can you spot any allusions to the Old Testament? Make a note of them if you can, 

but don’t worry too much if you can’t. Do they help you to identify any of the 

characters more clearly? 

6. I’m going to suggest that this section is mostly about now. If that’s right, how 

would you describe ‘now’? What’s happening? Why is it happening? 

7. Do you get any hints on how John wants us to respond? 
 

 

 


